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Minutes of the meeting of Darran Valley Community Council on Thursday, 2nd April 2026, at 6.30 pm
Deri Library
Attendance
Present
Chair:
Cllr J Gibbings Cllr M Gibbings
Cllr D Johnson 
Cllr T Johnson
Cllr D Roberts Cllr J Roberts Absent
Cllr D Nicholas
In Attendance
Ms. A Pallister (Clerk)
Apologies
Cllr E Blanche 
Cllr R Chapman

01 - Members of the public
No members of the public attended.

02 - Declarations of interest There were none.

03 - To approve and confirm the March 2026 minutes of the meeting The minutes of the meeting were approved as an accurate reflection of the meeting.
04 – Matters arising from the March 2026 meeting
52 – Library Closures
At the last meeting there was some uncertainty around the legal challenge of the Deri library closure. Cllr R Chapman clarified an appeal is in progress; and the library remains open.
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However, there are staffing shortages caused by staff moving to other roles.
December 2025 meeting – no update to report.
January 2026 meeting - no update yet on the library legal challenge February 2026 meeting – no update.
March 2026 meeting – no update.
April 2026 meeting – no update

117 – Over 60’s Trip
Due to high demand, the Community Council agreed to fund two buses for a trip to Wells on 3rd June 2026, at a total cost of £1,500.

05 - To receive Community Council Correspondence
05-01
An email was received from Caerphilly County Borough Council regarding the annual review of the Fochriw CCTV system. The Council is required to carry out a Data Protection Impact Assessment to determine whether the continued use of CCTV is justified.
Members are invited to provide their views on the need for the cameras, particularly in relation to local crime and antisocial behaviour. Supporting data on CCTV activity and recorded incidents in the area was included, and a response was requested by 15 April 2026.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  
The Clerk will liaise with Councillor R. Chapman regarding the preparation of a formal response.

06 - Planning Applications There were none.

07 - Darran Valley Community Council Crime Update
Recorded Crime
    Two PCO’s attended in person.
 Darran Valley Community Council – Crime & ASB Summary (April 2026):
· Recorded crime increased notably from 15 incidents in March to 26 in April (+11), indicating a clear upward trend locally. 
· Antisocial behaviour (ASB) also rose sharply from 1 incident to 10 (+9), representing a significant spike compared to the previous month. 
Context:
· The wider area saw increased police activity and patrols targeting antisocial behaviour, particularly linked to youth activity and off-road vehicles, which may relate to the rise in incidents. 
Overall:
Darran Valley experienced a marked increase in both crime and antisocial behaviour during April, reflecting growing pressures locally despite ongoing policing efforts. 
    Police attendance at the Darran Valley Community Council Summer Events
Gwent Police are supporting Darran Valley Community Council’s summer events by providing a strong officer presence and community-focused activities at both events:
· Fochriw Football Pitch – 4th August 2026: Multiple PCSOs will attend, supported by the We Don’t Buy Crime team, who will deliver bike marking to help prevent theft. A gaming van will also be available to engage young people.
· Deri Community Centre – 26th August 2026: PCSOs will again attend, providing reassurance and engagement. They will carry out bike marking themselves, alongside the gaming van 
to support community interaction.
Overall, the police are supporting these events through visible presence, youth engagement, and practical crime prevention activities across both dates.
Easter 2026
The police report highlighted their community engagement over Easter, including the “Hop, Stop and Meet the Cops” event, which took place across Rhymney, New Tredegar and Darran Valley. 
During this event, officers engaged with local families and distributed Easter eggs to children. They also extended they’re thanks to Darran Valley Community Council for their kind Easter egg donations, which helped make the event a success and supported positive community interaction. They also noted that Fochriw was the best attended event.

08 - Darran Valley Community Council Payments
The Clerk presented a schedule of accounts for payment, detailing invoices received and payments due, totalling £2,376.60
It was resolved that the accounts as listed be approved and authorised for payment by Members.

09 - Date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 21st May 2026, at 6.30 pm (this is the Annual General Meeting – AGM).
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