

Minutes of the meeting of Darran Valley Community Council on: Thursday 2nd January 2025 at 6.30 pm (Deri Library)

Present
Cllr M Gibbings (Chair) Cllr J Gibbings
Cllr E Blanche Cllr D Johnson Cllr R Chapman Cllr D Roberts

Absent and Apologies
Cllr D Nicholas Cllr T Johnson
In Attendance
Ms. A Pallister (Clerk)

85 Members of the public
Mrs. Jillian Roberts attended, and formally applied to be co-opted into the Fochriw and Pentwyn vacancy. Mrs. Jillian left the room and all Councillors present voted in favour. All welcomed the newly appointed Cllr. Jillian Roberts to the community council.
Action: Cllr Jillian Roberts to send the Clerk a photograph for the website and e-mail address.

86 Declarations of interest
There were none.

87 To approve and confirm the December 2024 minutes of the meeting. The minutes of the meeting were approved as an accurate reflection of the meeting.

88 Matters arising from the November 2024 meeting.
81.00 – Planning for Christmas events. RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
· Cllr J Gibbings would like 4 large posters for both events next year.
· Councillors’ would like the Clerk and Cllr R Chapman to look into the possibility of adding more lights in Deri for 2024. The council have investigated adding further lights previously, but the lampposts have been deemed unsuitable. It was noted that other community councils with similar lampposts have added extra lighting.
· At the December 2023 meeting there was also a discussion around ensuring the posters have been signed off before advertising to the general public. UPDATE FROM THE JANUARY 2024 MEETING:
The Clerk has contacted the relevant agencies asking them to investigate the possibility of adding extra decorations in Deri for 2024. The Clerk
will report back once there is news.
Councillor’s reported the events were a big success yet again. The Santa on a
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Fire Engine event in Fochriw was not as well attended as last year, but this was due to a clash with another local event. The Deri events were extremely well attended and numbers were up from last year – the engagement and response were magnificent.
UPDATE FROM THE FEBRUARY 2024 MEETING:
Keep on matters arising until resolved.
UPDATE FROM THE MARCH 2024 MEETING:
This was discussed again. The upgrade of street lampposts maybe the
only route to adding additional lighting, but it’s highly unlikely Caerphilly CBC will have the budget to undertake this work at this point in time. Cllr M Gibbings suggested potting a Christmas tree in Groesfaen, and offered to
look into where it could go. Cllr E Blanche suggested upgrading to LED lighting. RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: The Clerk will investigate the upgrade to LED lights in Deri. Cllr M Gibbings to look into the possibility of potting a Christmas Tree in Groesfaen. Cllr M Gibbings will send the Clerk the GPS location of the lamppost needing LED lights.
UPDATE FROM THE JUNE 2024 MEETING:
The Christmas 2024 Pantomimes have been booked as follows: Saturday 28th December 2024 12:00 pm– Cinderella at Deri Community Centre.
Sunday 29th December 2024 1:00 pm – Rapunzel at Fochriw Community Centre
UPDATE FROM THE SEPTEMBER 2024 MEETING:
The Council voted to use the services of Elsbury Platforms again for the 2024
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
Christmas lighting. The Clerk was also asked to contact Elsbury as follows:
· Instruct them to switch the Christmas lights on at the end of November (Friday 29th November 2024) please.
· Council would like to purchase some new, longer LED lights for the tree in Deri.
· Council is also planning to put a Christmas tree up in Groesfaen and would like to request a site visit with Elsbury and Cllr Mark Gibbings, to plan where the tree will go. The lights in Deri *the ones being replaced by LED can be used on the new tree in Groesfaen.
UPDATE FROM THE OCTOBER 2024 MEETING:
· The Clerk is still waiting for a reply from Elsbury regarding the LED lights for the Groesfaen Christmas tree. Cllr Mark Gibbings has been looking at options for the tree in Groesfaen.
· The Clerk informed Council that Rhymney Fire Station is unable to do ‘Santa on a fire engine’ this year due to staff shortages.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
The Clerk to contact Aberbargoed Fire Station to find out if they would consider visiting Fochriw and Deri with their Santa Sleigh instead. Cllr Mark Gibbings said if that’s not a viable alternative, the Mountain Rescue Team may be able to organise something instead.
UPDATE FROM THE NOVEMBER 2024 MEETING:
· The Clerk is waiting for confirmation from Aberbargoed Fire Station in regards to visits to the community centres in Deri and Fochriw on 3rd December (Santa on a sleigh). Once there is confirmation posters and other activities will be organised.
· There won’t be time to arrange lights for another Christmas tree in Groesfaen. This will be discussed again at January 2025 meeting. The Clerk will obtain the costs for discussion and agreement thereafter.

UPDATE FROM THE DECEMBER 2024 MEETING:
· The feedback from the Santa on a Sleigh events was exceptional. The Aberbargoed Fire Station and Police did a wonderful job, as well as the local community centres and Councillors. There was a big turnout and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Councillor Jan Gibbings said it was one of the best events they’ve ever had in Deri.
ACTION: Councillors would like the clerk to formally thank Aberbargoed Fire Station.

· Councillor Eddy Blanche informed the Clerk that one of the lights in Fochriw (by the shop) is not working. ACTION: The Clerk will inform Elsbury Platforms.
· Councillor Jan Gibbings also reported an issue with the Christmas tree lights in Deri (was informed nothing can be fixed until after the adverse weather, and they are still erecting lights in other areas). Councillor Dennis Roberts thinks this has now been fixed, but Councillor Gibbings said there is still fault.
· Councillor Robert Chapman also reported an issue with the lights in Pentwyn (Fochriw end). ACTION: Clerk will report to Elsbury.
· Clerk has designed the poster and tickets for the pantomimes. These were approved at the meeting (2 large posters for both villages as Cllr Duncan Johnson kindly offered to print for the schools, and most advertising is done via social media now).
180 tickets for Fochriw
120 tickets for Deri (due to room size and fire regulations).
There were issues with residents having tickets and not turning up in
the previous year due to unforeseen circumstances (illness and weather). Councillor Chapman suggested asking for a £1 deposit – will be returned at the pantomime. This will be discussed in January and considered for next year.
Cllrs Dennis Roberts and David Nicholas will distribute the tickets in Deri (14th and 15th December at Deri Community Centre).
Cllrs Robert Chapman and Eddy Blanche will distribute tickets in Fochriw on the Saturday.
Cllrs Duncan and Tracey Johnson will distribute tickets in Fochriw on the Sunday.
There was a suggestion of distributing the tickets at the beginning of December next year.
UPDATE FROM THE JANUARY 2025 MEETING:
Pantomimes
· Cllr Robert Chapman recommended adding a warning re: strobe lighting to the pantomime tickets and posters.
· The pantomimes were a phenomenal success again. Members of the community commented how expensive pantomimes are they wouldn’t be able to afford to go without the free events provided by the community council.
· Cllr Dennis Roberts updated the Clerk on the amount of tickets in line with fire regulations (100).
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND
The Clerk to book the pantomimes for 2025 and ensure a warning re: strobe lighting is added to tickets and posters.

Lights
· Disappointment expressed regarding the lights – WD24 wasn’t working and requires a repair or replacement. The light by Groesfaen was also faulty.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND
The Clerk to contact the contractor asking them to test and repair before Going back into storage. Ask them to advise re: repair or replacement.

71.2	Potential closure of Deri Library
Councillors are extremely concerned about the potential closure.
The County Councillor (R Chapman) is in close discussions with Caerphilly CBC regarding this, and will provide an update as soon as there is news. In the meantime the other Councillors asked the Clerk to send a response from all Darran Valley Community Councillor expressing concern and objection to the proposal.
UPDATE FROM THE DECEMBER 2024 MEETING:
As mentioned above Councillor Rob Chapman said the potential closure of Deri library consultation has now finished and a decision is expected sometime in January or February 2025.
UPDATE FROM THE JANUARY 2025 MEETING:
Cllr Chapman informed council there is no decision / update yet, as the consultation period has only just finished.

71.2	E-mail from Caerphilly CBC control room regarding the proposal to remove the
Following cameras:
Deri
Remove 1 4G camera due to low level of incidents - 1 specific CCBC incident in 23/24.
Fochriw
Remove 1 4G camera, 1 specific CCBC incident only 23/24, part of area covered by PSBA camera.
Councillors are concerned they are considering withdrawing the
two CCTV cameras in our area. The lack of incident level is proof the deterrent effect is worthwhile. The area covered by the camera in Fochriw used to be a known area where drug dealing has taken place. The camera has moved the offenders from the area. This area was also used as a compound for works bring carried out in the village that suffered break-ins before the camera was installed.
In Deri there were incidents involving the memorial gardens
being vandalised, and there has not been one incident since the CCTV has been installed - further evidence that they are acting as a deterrent. UPDATE FROM THE DECEMBER 2024 MEETING
The Clerk sent the following to the Council and is waiting for a response. Dear Jacqui
Important: can you acknowledge receipt of our official response below please?
I was waiting for our Community Council meeting before replying to your e- mail, in order to gather a comprehensive response from Councillors. We are alarmed and extremely concerned that you are considering withdrawing the two CCTV cameras in our area.
In our opinion the lack of incident level is proof the deterrent effect
is worthwhile. The area covered by the camera in Fochriw used to be a

known area where drug dealing has taken place. The camera has moved the offenders from the area. This area was also used as a compound for works bring carried out in the village that suffered break-ins before the camera was installed.
In Deri we had many upsetting incidents where the memorial gardens were vandalised, and there has not been one incident since the CCTV have been installed - further evidence that they are acting as a deterrent. We feel the removal of the cameras would lead a to return of anti-
social behaviour and crime levels to the area and strongly disagree with them being removed.
We await your response with re-assurances they will remain. Regards,
Amanda Pallister
UPDATE FROM THE JANUARY 2025 MEETING:
Council were very disappointed to receive the decision to remove the Camera’s – correspondence below:
Dear Community Council Clerk,
‘On 24 October 2024 my predecessor Jacqui Morgan wrote to you regarding the proposal to reduce the number of cameras throughout the Borough.
The e mail outlined the reasons for the reduction and highlighted the cameras at Cae Glas Newydd, Fochriw and in Deri that would be affected, asking for your comments.
I would like to thank you for your comments. They have been given careful consideration along with those received from other consultees.
The representations received provided no significant new information that leads us to believe that the decision to remove the cameras should be reversed.
I would remind you that should circumstances change significantly, then the Authority has re-deployable cameras which can be moved to areas of greater need.
Furthermore, the sites where the current cameras are located, will be preserved in such a way that should re-deployable cameras be required, they can be
installed’
72.4	E-mail from ‘One Voice Wales’ regarding VE Day. RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:
Move to January 2025 meeting where budget will be discussed. Ideas include sponsoring 1940’s themed disco’s in the community centres.
UPDATE FROM THE JANUARY 2025 MEETING:
Move discussion to February 2025 meeting.

89 To receive Community Council Correspondence TRAINING FOR COUNCILLORS
UPDATE FROM THE JANUARY 2025 MEETING:
Action: Clerk to arrange training for Councillors: D Roberts
J Roberts J Gibbings M Gibbings

90 Planning Applications
There were none.






.
91 Darran Valley Community Council Crime Update
PC Telly George and Leon Jenkins attended the meeting and provided the following update.
Recorded Crime

	Ward
	November 24’
	December 24’
	+/-

	Moriah
	53
	27
	-26

	New Tredegar
	35
	35
	0

	Twyn Carno
	18
	15
	-3

	Pontlottyn
	16
	22
	+6

	Darren Valley
	22
	12
	-10

	Total
	144
	111
	-33



Darran Valley Ward experienced a reduction.

Community concerns or patterns to note – Darran Valley crimes.
· 1 x Residential Burglary recorded in December.
This relates to a residential premise at Riverside Walk, damage cased to door lock. No entry gained.
No further reports or concerns of any linked suspicious activity in area.
· 3 recorded crimes for criminal damage.
· 2 of these crimes relate to domestic incidents.
· 1 relates to an intoxicated female on Boxing Night who was banging on cars, bins and windows at Ael Y Bryn causing some minor damage. Investigation is ongoing to locate ad interview the female.
· 1 x Aggravated Burglary reported on 29.12.24 at Pontlottyn Road.
Remainder of the crimes were Domestic Abuse and /or isolated incidents with no wider community concerns of note.

Recorded ASB (Nuisance)

	Ward
	November 24’
	December 24’
	+/-

	Moriah
	11
	5
	-6

	New Tredegar
	11
	5
	-6

	Twyn Carno
	1
	0
	-1

	Pontlottyn
	0
	2
	+2

	Darren Valley
	4
	0
	-4

	Total
	27
	12
	-15



Darran Valley ward experienced a reduction with no recorded calls of ASB Nuisance.
Community Engagement
· SWFRS Santa Event which travelled throughout Caerphilly North including Deri & Fochriw
· Our Mobile Police Station Santa’s Grotto – where Santa assisted the team to deliver Crime Prevention advice & selection boxes across Rhymney wards starting in Fochriw & finishing in Phillipstown.
Councillors thanked the Police for their support with these events.

92 Community Council Correspondence 91.1
Good Afternoon Cllrs
As you will know the A469 between Pontlottyn and Tirphil at Troedrhiwfwuch is reduced to one lane under signal control to minimise loading impacts on the area.

Unfortunately, inspections of the road following Storm Bert have shown that cracks have recently re-opened. As such, we need to go in to seal these up as a preventative measure as soon as possible to prevent further deterioration of the road surface and prevent water ingress.

We will be undertaking the works in two phases. The first phase will be repairing the cracks that have opened up within the lane that is closed to traffic. Subject to contractor availability and a dry weather window we are hoping to undertake these repairs next week. The second phase will be sealing and repairing the live carriageway that is currently open to traffic. This phase will require a full road closure to undertake works safely.

We are currently checking availability of the roads that form the diversion route within both Blaenau Gwent and those that are under the control of SWTRA (A465) but are hopeful that these repairs will be carried out within the next two weeks. As soon as we are able to confirm the road closure dates, I will email you again and ensure that the dates are circulated via CCBC’s various communication channels.

These are not planned works and are as a result of Storm Damage, so I hope you can appreciate that we are not able to give as much notice as normal, but we will keep you updated as we know more. In addition, the works are subject to weather conditions and as a result may be changed at short notice. We will endeavour to keep Members and the public updated accordingly.

A signed diversion route will be in place when the road is closed (which is attached for your information).

Advance signs advising of the road closure will be placed on the approaches to the lights in advance of the road closure as soon as we have confirmation of diversion route availability.

If you have any further queries, please contact myself via the contact details

below. Regards Kate
Kate Dowdall
Uwch Beiriannwr | Senior Engineer
Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Caerffili | Caerphilly County Borough Council’
93. Approval of Community Council Payments

	BACS
	£72.60
	Print Evolution - printing for the pantomime tickets and posters.

	BACS
	£1,100
	GAVO wind turbine grant - friends of Deri Primary for block play equipment for the community nursery room which is going to be used by the pre-school parent and toddler group.

	TOTAL
	£1,172.60
	



94. Community Council Precept financial year 2025-26
Each year, Darran Valley Community Council sets a precept to fund local services, community activities and grant support across the community. The precept forms part of residents’ Council Tax bills and enables the Council to deliver its agreed priorities.
For the 2025–26 financial year, the Council reviewed its ongoing commitments and future responsibilities, including:
· Community events such as the children’s summer scheme and Christmas activities
· Grant funding to local organisations, including Section 165 community grants and Wind Turbine grants
· Day‑to‑day running costs such as staffing, insurance, audit, administration, website, telephone and broadband
· Statutory requirements, including training and data protection compliance
· The need to plan responsibly for future pressures, including potential community  asset responsibilities
During the COVID‑19 pandemic, the Council built up unused income as many activities could not take place. To support residents through the cost‑of‑living crisis, the Council did not increase its precept for several years and instead relied on those reserves. As community activity expanded, those reserves reduced.
The Council therefore agreed that the existing precept was no longer sufficient to support services in a sustainable way and resolved to increase the precept for 2025–26.
Using the official 2025–26 Band D tax base of 719.99 properties, the increase equates to:
· approximately £5.58 per year per Band D property, or around 46 pence per month
The exact charge for individual households is calculated and applied by the billing authority as part of the Council Tax process.
The Council recognises the pressures faced by residents and did not take this decision lightly. The increase was agreed to ensure the continued delivery of community services, support for local groups, and the long‑term financial stability of the Council.

95. Date and time of the next meeting:
The next meeting will be on Thursday 6th February 2025 at 6.30 pm (Deri Library).
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